upon this suspicion. The discovery came from Colonel Smithson and Colonel Greathead, who had been in service against the King, and were solicited to engage with these rebels. They pretended they would, and met to consult for carrying on the plot, but discovered it from the first to Sir Thomas Gower, who advised them still to dissemble till they had drawn in all the friends they could to join with them, and then to give evidence against them. Some condemned this in Sir Thomas, because upon their several examinations (in the taking of which I was concerned as a deputy-lieutenant) there seemed some to be engaged not so much from inclination as persuasion of those that evidenced against them.
The rendezvous of the militia was appointed near Pontefract; Sir George Savile's regiment of Foot, the duke's own volunteer troop, and Sir Edward Wroth's standing troop of my Lord Oxford's regiment to quarter within the town; and the rest of the forces in the towns and villages adjacent. The night it was expected the rebels would rise I was scarce got to bed at the Duke's quarters, when Mr. Fairfax (since Lord Fairfax) came with intelligence that they were met in a wood called Farnley Wood near the town, and were marching towards it to surprise it. The alarm was presently given, and all went to their arms; but it proved a false alarm in part, for it was true they had met in the wood, but finding their number not suitable to what they expected, they dispersed themselves and went home about break of day. However, about one-and-twenty of them were discovered not only to have been in these councils, but at this rising, and were all found guilty of high treason by a special Commission of Oyer and Terminer brought down to York for